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BRING ANOTHER POPULAR-STORY 
SERIES TO YOUR SCREEN 


Jw . ... 3. 8. Van Dine's Philo Vance 
Cind. ....Perry Mason — Clue Club Series 


Ther .... Torchy Blane Adventures 


Sherlock Holmes. -- “4 Oni ( is One side, flatfeet,... let a 


AND NOW real sleuth show you how 
THE TYPICAL ie Seek Ba ene 
AMERICAN a Sl _ caer 
GIRL Phi 

FLASHES ‘ Vance, 

WITH _ 

EXCITEMENT  §. £ ‘maf 

ON YOUR 

SCREEN 


with Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS 
BONITA GRANVILLE | Ss7c"7"sco".ons 
JOHN LITEL - JAMES STEPHENSON es nie ac ee : 
ADVENTURE FRANKIE THOMAS 


Mat 301 — 6 inches x 3 cols. (258 lines) — 45c 


PLAY THIS FIRST "NANCY DREW’ 


ADVENTURE BIG AS A BUILD-UP FOR 
YOUR SHOWING OF THE ENTIRE SERIES 


Country of origin U. S. A. Copyright 1938 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


ADVERTISING 


SMASHING A CRIME RING 
IS CHILD’S PLAY... for this 
16-Year-Old Detective! 


With 


ss 
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She may get & 
the wrong 
answers in 
school...but 
she gets the 
right men 
-..in jail! 


A WARNER BROS. Picture, with 


BONITA 


GRANVILLE 


JOHN LITEL 


JAMES STEPHENSON 
FRANKIE THOMAS 
Directed by Wm. CLEMENS 


Original Screen Play by Kenneth Gamet + Based on 
the ‘‘Nancy Drew” Stories by Carolyn Keene 
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with 


BONITA GRANVILLE 


JOHN LITEL - JAMES STEPHENSON 


FRANKIE THOMAS - Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS 
Original Screen Play by Kenneth Gamet + Based on the ‘*Nancy Drew’”’ 
Stories by Carolyn Keene - A WARNER BROS. Picture 


Mat 104 
5!/, inches (73 lines)—15c 


Mat 205—6 inches x 2 cols. (170 lines)—30c 


MEET THE 
TOUGHES 
SLEUTH W 
EVER CAPTUR 
...YOUR HEART! 


It’s none other 
than that mas- 
ter man-hunter, 
that champ 
criminologist 


A WARNER BROS. Picture, with 


JOHN LITEL - JAMES STEPHENSON S NANCY 
FRANKIE THOMAS 

Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS Mjeasabdesis 

Original Screen Play by Kenneth Gamet -« Based 

on the ‘‘Nancy Drew”’ Stories by Carolyn Keene 


GRANVILLE 


JOHN LITEL - JAMES STEPHENSON - Frankie Thomas 
Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS - Original Screen Play by Kenneth Gamet 
Based on the ‘‘Nancy Drew” Stories by Carolyn Keene - A WARNER BROS. Picture 


Mat 109 
Mat 210—4 inches x 2 cols. (108 lines)—30c 4 inches (55 lines)—15c 


ADVERTISING 


She Could Save Stamps 
...Or Play With Dolls 
BUT HER HOBBY IS 
..CATCHING CROOKS! 
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q ay Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS - Original Screen Play by Kenneth Gamet + Based 


on the *“Nancy Drew” Stories by Carolyn Keene > A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 
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home- 
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may not 


with BONITA GRANVILLE 
JOHN LITEL + JAMES STEPHENSON « Frankie Thomas 
Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS e Original Screen 
Play by Kenneth Gamete Based on the ‘‘Nancy Drew’ 
Stories by Carolyn Keene * A WARNER BROS. Picture 


Mat 108 
2!/2 inches (36 lines)—15c 


Fi CUA Y 
‘DREW 


Play by Kenneth Gamet « Based on the ‘Nancy Drew” 
Stories by Carolyn KeeneeA WARNER BROS. Picture 


Mat 105 
134 inches (26 lines)—15c 


SMASHING A CRIME RING IS CHILD’S PLAY 
---For This 16-Year-Old ees he 


at 
Ag 


cu, 
Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS - Original Screen Play by Kenneth Gamet + Based Sy g PB 
on the “Nancy Drew”’ Stories by Carolyn Keene » A WARNER BROS, PICT URE 


Mat 208—2I/ inches x 2 cols. (68 lines)—30c 


OFFICIAL BILLING 


WARNER BROS. 40% 
Pictures, Inc. Presents 5%, 
"NANCY DREW — DETECTIVE" 
; with Sie 
BONITA GRANVILLE 40% 
John Litel — James Stephenson 20%, 
Frankie Thomas 10% 
tJ 
Directed by William Clemens 15% 
e@ 
Original Screen Play by-Kenneth Gamet 3/5 
Based on the "Nancy Drew" Stories by Carolyn Keene 2%, 
e@ 


A Warner Bros, Picture 5% 


VITAPHONE SHORTS 


“DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE," starring John Litel, 
unanimously applauded by trade press, is this latest in the great 
2-reel Historical Technicolor Series. None better, Mark down 
a MUST"—Showmen's Trade Review. 


TECHNICOLOR CARTOON — "The Night Watchman" 
uproarious comedy when little watchman is embroiled in series 
of humorous incidents. 4505—Merrie Melodies—7 mins. 


“PORKY THE GOB"—Cartoon—hitches up his sailor pants 
and, in a hilarious fight, succeeds in capturing a pirate craft. 
4804—Looney Tunes—7 mins. 


JIMMY DORSEY AND ORCHESTRA -— serve out with the 
brand of swing identifying them from coast to coast, 4703— 
Melody Masters—10 mins. 


POPULAR EDUCATION ~— in Natural Color for everyone 
interested in the weather. Also a simple explanation of television. 
“Mechanix Illustrated" 4603—The Color Parade—9 mins. 


FLOYD GIBBONS' thrilling report of circumstantial evidence 
which almost convicts a youth for a crime he did not commit. 
“Toils Of The Law’ 4302—"Your True Adventures'"—I2 mins. 


ADVERTISING 


Jntroducing.... 
THE NANCY DREW CLUB 


This is the first of a series of the famous Carolyn Keene stories starring Bonita 


Granville. Many possibilities of the "'club'' have already been demonstrated by the 
charter chapter Nancy Drew Club organized among junior and senior class students 
at Hollywood High School. With a nucleus of fifty members the association plans to help 


organize branches in large cities throughout the country — a worthwhile plug for your showing. 


No. 666 
This is to certify that 


” What GL Js e ¢ » The Nancy Drew Club is a no-dues, 


no-meeting organization formed to express the views of America's young 


is a member of the 


NANCY DREW CLUB 


She is entitled to snoop around whenever 
and wherever she pleases and promises to 
follow the exploits of Nancy Drew at the 


[ THEATRE IMPRINT ] 


FSngusiQQo> 


PRESIDENT 


women of high school age. Club was inspired by Nancy Drew picture 


series. Bonita Granville is president of the national organization. 


e 
Your Aura Step eee Invite a representa- 


tive group of girls between the ages of 16 and 18 to an introductory get- 


° 


t . How? | 
ogether. How? Through early advance announcements on your screen, MEMBERSHIP CARDsame size os chown is avall- 


ublicit stories in local a r roaram ad n nn ment able in mat form. Can be used for all Nancy Drew 
p Y paper, prog S, a 8 d SES Ee GIs pictures. Order mat No. 201-B from Campaign Plan 
distributed around schools. See page 8 for special publicity material. Editor 306, 


Second. Step eee Supply members with badges 


and membership cards which you print locally from mats. Also auto- 


graphed fan fotos of Bonita Granville. See illustrations on this page. 


Third Step e e © Hold election of officers and begin 


discussion on rules which might include these: No smoking, drinking or 
petting; Girls should pay their own way on dates when out with boys 


their own age; Girls should consider plans for a career. (See page 8). 


Results of election (which should name Bonita Granville as honorary DETECTIVE BADGE same sie as shown can he 


president) and discussion is sent to all local papers on club stationery. Be ee ee ee eee ey 


string. Order mat No. 202-B from Campaign Plan 
Fowrth Step e «© © Conduct search for town's typi- 


Editor — 30c. 
cal American girl, using Bonita Granville as the standard. Awards are 


promoted from local merchants. 


ipth Stop e ee Conduct special Saturday morning 


or after school matinees for club members. Speakers from women's 
clubs, police and safety departments address the group. Hold a Nancy 
Drew Week, similar to Boys' Week, with girls temporarily taking over the 


reins of municipal government. 


AUTOGRAPHED FAN FOTO size 5" x 7" will be 


e treasured by all club members and Granville fans. 
Imprint the back with theatre and playdates and dis- 
ee e Start a club magazine featuring tribute at matinees, schools, and as prize in contests. 


Nancy Drew news, Bonita Granville stories, gossip concerning club mem- SPECIAL LOW PRICES 


1M to 4M—$3.00 per M; 5M to 9M—$2.75 per M; 10M to 


bers, contests, winners’ names, plugs for new Nancy Drew pics, etc. 24M—$2.60 per M; 25M and over—$2.50 per M. 
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FIND THE 


“TYPICAL AMERICAN GIRL’ 


Nancy Drew as portrayed by Bonita Granville is a sixteen-year-old Miss America. The studios conducted 
an intensive survey to find the correct pattern. They sent questionnaires to such celebs as Emily Post, 
Kathleen Norris, Elizabeth Brown, Angelo Patri and others. The questions and majority answers are 
given in a publicity story on page 8 col. 2. Take a tip from this already-started nationwide promo- 


tion; follow through with:— 


1. Send similar questionnaire to local women's club leaders, At the same time poll all sixteen-year-olds attending theatre 


in advance of your showing of "Nancy Drew—Detective." 


2. Girl whose answers are closest to the majority answers is chosen as the town's typical sixteen-year-old; awarded special 
prizes and honored at opening show. 


ADD A LITTLE COLOR 


Coloring contests are always popular with 
the youngsters. Reprint a large ad and dis- 
tribute, or run a line with the ad in your 
paper similar to this: "Boys and girls! Clip 
this ad and color it with crayon or water 
paint. Send it to the manager of the Strand 
Theatre. You may receive one of the prizes 


now on display in theatre lobby." 


SHORT STORY CONTEST 


Conduct contest among youngsters for best 
original detective stories. Contest can be 
worked in cooperation with English classes 
in local schools. Students hand in stories as 
composition; teachers submit the best ones 
to committee which chooses winners. Local 


paper might publish winning stories. 


USE FINGERPRINT TEST 


Conduct an identification finger printing 
test in your lobby in cooperation with local 
detective bureau. Procedure is officially wel- 
comed in most cities as an aid to finding lost 
children and in case of accidents. Worked 
out in an official or semi-official way, it 


always attracts attention. 


BOOK PROMOTION FEATURES SCENES FROM THE PICTURE 


Nancy Drew series of 16 books have been best sellers for the 
past thirty years. Tying in their promotion with the release of 


‘Nancy Drew—Detective,’ Grosset and Dunlap, have prepared 


special book bands and window display cards featuring scene 


3. Answers to questionnaire are placed on display in lobby. 


LOBBY TEASER DISPLAY 


Coming 


Soon 


NANCY 
DREW 
DETECTIVE 


starring 


BONITA GRANVILLE 


Clever trade mark which is used to identify 
Nancy Drew advertising can be converted 
to teaser as shown and used to herald alll 
Nancy Drew pictures in series. Disc (B) at- 
tached to bar by loose swivel revolves caus- 
ing (A) to move up and down alternately 
giving effect of head peeking over side of 


triangle. Bar (C) keeps head in position. 


DEALER TIE-UP STILLS 


BONITA GRANVILLE: 


IEE oie esses cates nd pearients oe avian BG 15 
SWOGIBE scccda uieotencceavinctielimorutionaiodaarnteties BG 37 
Bolero angora jacket... BG 61 
Bracelet .o.....sccc.ccseesissssnecrsasevessanoeagea tbe sanoebnssneess BG 65 
TOPS, POCO sss test d apissa ys arte dawtonsonsavbbaines BG 67 
JOHN LITEL: 

gic lt: S| ee ent ene ene ee eee eae JL 44 
SORE BIUE seca sniscecnice dessiriorepnsdelbioraoura besaptiena laneweeibers JL 45 
Mexican sandals 0. eet JL 46 


Order these specially prepared stills from Campaign Plan 
Editor. Complete set of 8—65c; individually 10c. 


stills and selling copy from the picture. Check your local book 


stores for fullest cooperation — displays, contests, bookmarks. 


For information regarding local dealers write to: 


Mr. Donald Reed, GROSSET & DUNLAP 
New York City 


1140 Broadway 
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214 West 39th St. 


TREAT THE ORPHANS 


Bring some cheer to unfortunates and good 
will to your theatre by running a special show 
for orphans. Kiwanis, Elks, Masonic or Rotary 
Clubs should be enlisted to handle trans- 
portation. Banners on cars carry title, theatre 


and playdates. 


SLANG GLOSSARY TEST 


Here's contest for school page of local 
paper. Idea is to invite readers to partici- 
pate in the compiling of a glossary of the 
latest slang as used by high school and 
college students of today, with prizes for 


the most complete contributions. 


DISPLAYS FOR LOBBY 


Compare Nancy Drew — Detective to such 
super sleuths as Sherlock Holmes, Philo 
Vance, and Perry Mason. Might borrow 
books about these characters and place on 
display in lobby next to a blowup of Bonita 
Granville the screen's newest detective. 
Copy: "One side flatfoot — let a real sleuth 
show you how it's done!'' Add title and 


billing. 
® 


Erect giant replica of magnifying glass 
which has a transparent mirror in center. 
When lights go on inside display, onlookers 
see scene stills from picture and blow-up of 


Bonita Granville's head. 


BONITA GRANVILLE SUIT FOR LOCAL PROMOTION 


Display material, crediting the picture and Bonita Granville, have 
been supplied 1500 dealers throughout the country. Get the 
most out of this extra window display promotion. See your local 
outlet for Whitley Tailleurs merchandise now and make the 


necessary arrangements. 


For list of dealers in your locality contact: 
Mr. Arthur Leeds, WHITLEY TAILLEURS 
New York City 


eee enn _ ESE" 


SS ee 


SPECIAL PUBLICITY FOR THE AMERICAN GIRL—"NANCY DREW CLUB" 


On page six there is outlined a complete promotional plan for organizing 
a “Nancy Drew Club” to aid your showings of Nancy Drew pictures. The 
steps are outlined, badges and membership cards have been prepared, 
and to complete this useful promotion, special publicity is here offered. 


First Nancy Drew Club 
Formed In Hollywood 


Every sixteen-year old girl 
should have a steady boy friend. 
This is the first credo of the 
newly formed Nancy Drew Club 
organized among junior and 
senior class students at Holly- 
wood High School. 

The Nancy Drew Club is a 
no-dues, no-meeting organization 
formed to express the views of 
the American adolescent. 

Explaining the above, Jane 
Abbott, president of the club, 
said, “We don’t mean steady boy 
friends along romantic lines. 
We’re speaking of some fellow 
whom a girl knows well enough 
to call at the last moment about 
a date; a fellow who lets her pay 
her own way. In other words, 
a friend with whom you don’t 
have to observe all the obliga- 
tions and barriers. 

Members of the Nancy Drew 
Club ask the privilege of choos- 
ing their own clothes. Mothers 
are a great help, they say, but 
if parents realized the great per- 
sonal satisfaction Miss Sixteen 
gets out of choosing her own 


Bonita’s Boy Friend 


Frank M. Thomas, father of 
Frankie Thomas, who is Bonita 
Granville’s boy friend in “Nancy 
Drew—Detective,” the first pic- 
ture in the Warner Bros. Nancy 
Drew series, which opens Friday 
at the Strand Theatre, played 
an important role in another 
series at the same studio, “Secret 
Service in the Air.” 

Father and son recently played 
together on the stage in “Re- 
member the Day.” They own 60 
per cent of a stage play “Concert 
Tour” which they will put on in 
New York this season, film work 
permitting. 


Can’t Play Hookey 


Bonita Granville started the 
fall semester of school while she 
was working in “Nancy Drew— 
Detective,” the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture opening next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, but she had to 
pursue her studies as a high 
school under a private tutor at 
the studio. 

Next year a tutor will conduct 
her studies in a college academic 
course. Bonita, now studying 
French and Spanish, plans to 
specialize in foreign languages. 


Youthful Rhumba-ist 


Bonita Granville is known to 
be one of the best rhumba dancers 
in the film colony, 


CAST 
Nancy Drew, 

BONITA GRANVILLE 
Carson Drew .............. John Litel 
Challon .......... James Stephenson 
Ted Nickerson ....Frankie Thomas 
Inspector Milligan ....Frank Orth 
Effie Schneider ........ Renie Riano 
Mary Eldridge, 

Helena Phillips Evans 
Hollister ...... Charles Trowbridge 


BOGOR i piccpsicsbassenise Dick Purcell 
Adam Thorne ............ Ed Keane 
Dr. Spires ........ Brandon Tynan 
Miss Van Deering ....Vera Lewis 
Miss Tyson ................ Mae Busch 
Spud Murphy ........ Tommy Bupp 
Mrs. Spires ........ Lottie Williams 


wardrobe, they would be the first 
to second the idea. 

Other rules of the Nancy 
Drew Club are: 

No smoking, drinking or pet- 
ting. All are strictly out of date 
and no longer stylish. 


Girls should pay their own 
way on dates when going out 
with boys their own age. Boys 
don’t get a much bigger allow- 
ance than girls and it’s unfair 
to ask them to carry the entire 
burden of the evening’s enter- 
tainment. 


The Nancy Drew Club has 
fifty members in its Hollywood 
organizing unit. Inspired by the 
Nancy Drew picture series about 
the typical sixteen-year-old girl, 
which stars Bonita Granville, and 
is being produced by Warner 
Bros., the association is organ- 
izing branches in twenty-five 
metropolitan centers. The first 
of the pictures in the series, 
“Nancy Drew — Detective,” will 
open at the Strand Theatre next 
Friday. 


POST RULES OF 
NANCY DREW CLUB 


The following are the rules 
under which the Hollywood 
““Nancy Drew Club’’ was 
formed, and may be the basis 
for yours: 


1. Must have steady boy 
friend, in the sense of a 


“pal.” 

2. Take part in choosing own 
clothes. 

3. No smoking, drinking, or 
petting. 

4. Pay their share on dates 
with boys own age. 

5. Take part in plans for 
own career. 

6. Must have at least one 
hobby. 

7. Must participate in at least 
one extra-curricular school 
activity. 


8. Must be a_ high school 


student. 


New Haven Gets Chapter 
Of The Nancy Drew Club 


A new local chapter of the 
“Nancy Drew Club,” a national 
organization of girls of high 
school age, has been formed in 
(your city). With its charter 
chapter in Hollywood, and its 
active president a film star, 
Bonita Granville, enthusiasm has 
risen so rapidly that the club 
bids fair to include over 100 
girls in its roster by the end of 
the week. 


Inspired by the Nancy Drew 
picture series, the first of which, 
“Nancy Drew—Detective,” opens 
at the Strand Theatre next 
Friday, the club has its own set 
of rules, with badges and mem- 
bership cards, and_ elaborate 
plans for the future. 


Bonita Granville, playing the 
lead role of a youthful feminine 
detective in the picture, is acting 
as president of the national or- 
ganization, and is herself a 16- 
year old in her last year of high 
school. 


A while ago Warner Bros. 
studios contacted a prominent 


INTRODUCING 
NANCY DREW 
— DETECTIVE 


Bonita Granville, 
youthful Hollywood 
star, plays the title role 
in“Nancy Drew—Detec- 
tive,” the first of a new 
series, which opens at 
the Strand Friday. 
Nancy Drew is the typi- 
cal 16-year old Amer- 
ican girl as decided by 
a nation-wide quiz. 


Mat 204—30c 


Seen 


of 


Not all of the two hundred 


young ladies who answered 
Warner Bros.’ call for eight 
sixteen-year-old girls who had 
never been kissed, to appear with 
Bonita Granville in “Nancy 
Drew—Detective,” which opens 
Friday at the Strand Theatre, 
could live up to the qualifications. 

There were many ways in 
which the girls differed from the 
pattern sketched by Emily Post, 
Kathleen Norris, Elizabeth 
Brown, Angelo Patri and others 
who replied to a studio question- 
naire about American girls of 
sixteen — the experts agreed, 
most girls smoked—the majority 
of girls said no. 

But on most details of sub-deb 
life the girls themselves agreed 
quite closely with the experts on 


youthful feminine psychology. 
The following composite portrait 
of Sweet Sixteen has _ been 
evolved (questions and answers) : 


1. Does she smoke? No. 

2. Does she use lipstick and 
rouge? Yes. 

3. Does she have boy friends? 
A steady? Yes. Yes. 

4. Does she go out nights? 
Unchaperoned? Yes. Yes. 
>. How late is she permitted to 

stay out? About midnight. 

6. Is she athletic? Yes. 

7. What is her musical taste, 
“swing” or the classics? 
Swing. 

8. Does she have her own 
spending money? How 
much? Yes. 50c¢ a week. 

9. Does she buy her own 
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clothes? Her mother helps 


her. 

10. Does she drive her own car? 
Yes. 

ll. Does she belong to any 
club? Yes. 


12. Does she plan a professional 
career? Yes. 

13. Does she look forward to 
marriage? Yes. 

14. Does she discuss sex? Yes. 
As a great mystery? No. 
Does she know all about it? 
Pretends she does but 
doesn’t. 

15. What are her literary tastes ? 
Love stories. 

Put those all together and they 
spell Miss America, age sixteen. 
(See page 7 for ways to use 
this questionnaire in your 

promotion activity.) 


group of educators and person- 
alities including Mrs. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Kathleen Norris, 
Emily Post, and Angelo Patri, 
to determine the habits and char- 
acteristics of the typical 16-year 
old American girl, that is the 
girl of high school age. A com- 
posite picture gave the studio 
Nancy Drew, and thus was the 
character drawn for the movies. 

Nancy Drew has a boy friend, 
uses lipstick, goes out nights, 
and drives a car. In fact she is 
quite a grown up lady. On the 
basis of this compilation was the 
original Hollywood chapter of 
the Nancy Drew Club formed 
with Jane Abbott as its local 
president. 

The local officers will be elected 
shortly at a meeting in the 
Strand Theatre. A set of rules 
has been evolved and member- 
ship is open to any girl of high 
school age. In addition, in order 
to find the typical Nancy Drew 
of (name of city), the original 
Hollywood questionnaire will be 
submitted to the candidates. 


Bonita Granville 
Typical 16-Year 
Old—or Is She? 


When Warner Brothers con- 
ducted its recent symposium to 
determine the habits and char- 
acter of the typical sixteen year 
old American girl for its forth- 
coming Nancy Drew series, 
Bonita Granville, who is sched- 
uled to play the role, was not 
asked to fill out a questionnaire. 

Bonita, studio officials felt, 
was not a typical sixteen year 
old girl. Nothing much could be 
gained by asking her reactions 
to their problem. She was a six- 
teen year old Hollywood actress. 

Somehow or other a question- 
naire found its way into Miss 
Granville’s hands. She filled it 
out and turned it in to the pub- 
licity department. 

According to her replies, Miss 
Granville does not smoke, uses 
lipstick and has boyfriends — 
but no steady. 

She goes out night but, unlike 
the average girl, never unchap- 
eroned. Midnight is her curfew. 

Athletic, she is also musically 
educated with a musical taste 
which includes both “swing” and 
the classics. 

She has five dollars a week to 
spend as she sees fit. Her mother 
buys her clothes. Her relation- 
ship with her mother is one of 
companionship. She depends upon 
her mother’s advice in guiding 
her screen career. 

The only club to which she 
belongs is The Twelvesters, which 
numbers twelve movie kids. 


CREDITS 


Directed by ....William Clemens 


Original Screen Play by 
Kenneth Gamet 


Based on the “Nancy Drew” 
Story by .......... Carolyn Keene 


Photography by 
L. Wm. O’Connell, A.S.C. 


Film Editor ............ Frank Magee 
Art Director ....Stanley Fleischer 
Dialogue Director ..John Langan 
Gowns by ............ Milo Anderson 
Sound by ..............Stanley Jones 


PUBLICITY — "NANCY DREW — DETECTIVE" 


(Opening Day) 


Bonita Granville 
Heroine of New 
Adventure Series 


Beginning a new Warner Bros. 
series based upon the exploits of 
the heroine of the enormously 
popular Nancy Drew books by 
Carolyn Keene, ‘‘Nancy Drew— 
Detective” opens at the Strand 
Theatre today with Bonita Gran- 
ville in the title role and Frankie 
Thomas as Ted Nickerson, her 
favorite boy friend. 


The plot of the first picture 
in the new series, devised by Ken- 
neth Gamet, is a typical mixture 
of the exciting melodrama and 
adolescent humor that have made 
the Nancy Drew books so suc- 
cessful. 


Nancy’s first exploit as a mo- 
tion picture heroine is the rescue 
from the hands of kidnapers of 
a wealthy old spinster who has 
disappeared the day after she an- 
nounced a gift of $250,000 to 
Nancy’s school. In solving the 
mysterious disappearance, young 
Miss Drew has the courageous 
and clever assistance of Ted. 


The youngsters make use of 
carrier pigeons, an airplane, an 
old X-ray machine which Ted 
cleverly converts into a wireless 
sending set, and Nancy herself 
even resorts to gunplay when she 
and Ted are in what looks like 
a mighty tough spot. 

If Nancy’s salvation had de- 
pended upon her gunplay, how- 
ever, the result might have been 
tragic, for she shuts her eyes 
before turning the gun in the 
general direction of the thugs 
who have captured her and Ted 
as they were aiding the kidnaped 
old woman to escape from the 
kidnapers’ hide-out. The police 
arrive in response to the signals 
sent out on the X-Ray machine. 


The cast headed by Bonita and 
Frankie include John  Litel, 
James Stephenson, Frank Orth, 
Renie Riano, Helena Phillips 
Evans, Charles Trowbridge and 
Dick Purcell. William Clemens 
directed. 


Litel Came to See, 
Stayed, Conquered 


It just happened, that at the 
age of twenty six, John Litel 
found himself an actor on the 
stage, playing in a company with 
Grace George in “Captain Brass 
Bound Conversion,” by George 
Bernard Shaw. 


He cannot recall how it hap- 
pened, nor can he recall any 
youthful ambition or desire to 
pursue an acting career. 

His stage career just hap- 
pened. Litel has played in al- 
most every important stock com- 
pany and city in the United 
States. 

His en- 
trance into 
pictures was 
brought about 
through the 
good offices of 
the casting 
director for 
Warner Bros. 
First Nation- 
al studios. 
Litel came to 
California to John Litel 
see his Mat 101 — 15¢ 
mother, stayed and conquered. 
He accepted a small part in 
Warner Bros. production, “Fugi- 
tive in the Sky.” His excel- 
lent performance in “Midnight 
Court,” and “Marked Woman,” 
gained him a_ contract with 
Warner Bros. His greatest roles 
have been as Charpentjer in 
“Emile Zola,” and in the Acad- 
emy Awarding short, “Give Me 
Liberty,” and latest “The Dec- 
laration of Independence.” 


+ 


GIVING HIM AN 
EARFUL—“You listen 
to me”’—or words to 
that effect seems to be 
the advice Bonita Gran- 
ville is giving Frankie 
Thomas in a scene from 
“Nancy Drew — Detec- 
tive” which opens at 
the Strand on Friday. 
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(Lead) 


“Nancy Drew--Detective”’ First 


Of New Series At Strand Friday 


Bonita Granville, John Litel, James Stephenson 
and Frankie Thomas play leading roles 


First picture in what bids fair 
to be a highly popular series, 
“Nancy Drew—Detective” comes 
to the Strand Theatre next Fri- 
day with Bonita Granville in the 
title role and Frankie Thomas, 
talented youngster from the New 
York stage, as her boy friend 
and ‘Watson.’ 

The new series is based upon 
the exploits and adventures of 
the heroine of the Nancy Drew 
stories by Carolyn Keene, a suc- 
cession of novels which are prob- 
ably the favorite reading matter 
today of both girls and boys of 
the adolescent age. 

In this first picture and in all 
those to come, every effort has 
been made and will continue to 
be made to reflect faithfully the 
spirit of venturesome youth 
which is so characteristic of the 
Nancy Drew books. And in Bon- 
ita Granville, the producers feel 
they have a little actress who 
will fully realize the ideal of the 


central character which the 
readers of the books have pic- 
tured in their imaginations. 


“Nancy Drew — Detective,” 
the screen play of which was 
prepared by Kenneth Gamet, is 
concerned with the heroine’s suc- 
cessful solving of the kidnaping 
of a wealthy old spinster who 
mysteriously disappeared the 
day after she announced a gift 
of $250,000 to the girls’ school 
which Nancy attends. In _ her 
quest of and eventual rescue of 
the old lady, Nancy is given 
valiant—and smart— assistance 
by her boy friend, Ted Nicker- 
son. 

They discover the  hide-out 
where the old woman is being 
kept prisoner by going aloft in 
a plane and finding out where 
an automobile they know to be 
the kidnap car has gone. 

Nancy disguises herself as an 
old woman and her boy friend, 
Ted, attires himself as a nurse, 


Visitor’s New Hat 
Used in Scene 


With the anticipation and re- 
gard most men have for such 
things, Director William Cle- 
mens carefully planned a scene 
for “Nancy Drew—Detective’”’ in 
which the ridiculous little hats 
of the day are more or less gently 
kidded. 

This scene of the Warner Bros. 
picture now at the Strand Thea- 
tre, is in an exclusive girls 
school, and in it Bonita Gran- 
ville, the center of an admiring 
circle of schoolmates, is trying on 
one of the tiny, ultra-fashion- 
able creations. Vera Lewis, as 
the school principal, enters and 
halts in shocked amazement at 
sight of the hat. 

“Miss Drew,” she says sternly, 
“T expect the young ladies of 
Brinwood to wear proper hats 
on their heads and not party 
favors.” 

“So far so good, but the hat 
isn’t funny enough,” said Direc- 
tor Clemens, halting the rehear- 
sal. He looked around, saw an 
even funnier looking hat on a set 
chair and put it on Bonita. That 
hat belonged to Mrs. Clemens, 
who was visiting the set. 


“TOUGH TO BE 16" 
—BONITA GRANVILLE 


tae 
“On 
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Bonita Granville, whose latest 
Warner Bros. picture, “Nancy 
Drew—Detective,” is playing at 
the Strand Theatre, confesses 
that it’s difficult to be sixteen. 


So many decisions must be 
made when one is only half 
grown up. Among the major 
problems are how much lipstick 
a girl should use, how late she 
should stay out, and what kind 
of boys to go with. 
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and, having meanwhile found out 
the secret password, they get 
into the supposed sanitarium 
which is really the kidnapers’ 
hide-out. 

They are escaping with the 
kidnaped woman when they are 
discovered by the kidnapers and 
thrown into a basement store- 
room, for the kidnapers decide 
to hold them also for ransom. In 
the storeroom the kids find an 
old X-Ray machine, which Ted 
rigs up as a wireless set. With 
it he causes interference with 
radios for miles around and man- 
ages to send out an appeal for 
help which is picked up by the 
police, who rush to the sanitar- 
ium. 

In the cast, besides Bonita and 
Frankie, are John Litel, James 
Stephenson, Frank Orth, Renie 
Riano, Helena Phillips Evans, 
Charles Trowbridge, Dick Pur- 
cell and Tommy Bupp. The pro- 
duction was directed by William 
Clemens. 


“Set Still” Was 
Order-So She Did 


Helena Phillips Evans has 
picked up a thing or two about 
the stage during a lifetime as a 
star and writer. 

One day the noted character 
actress posed for a still photo- 
graph with Bonita Granville and 
Frankie Thomas on the set of 
“Nancy Drew — Detective,” the 
Warner Bros. picture which is 
now showing at the Strand. 

The prop man asked the still 
photographer to make a set still, 
and Bonita and Frankie imme- 
diately left the set. Mrs. Evans 
calmly remained in her chair. A 
set still is a photograph of a set 
without actors and is made to 
show the exact location of set 
properties so the prop man may 
refer to it in dressing the set for 
future scenes. 

“Set still!” shouted the still 
man and the prop man repeat- 
edly but still Mrs. Evans re- 
mained in her chair. 

“Let’s get it over with,” she 
finally said with petulant pa- 
tience, “I am sitting still!” 

She bought soft drinks for the 
company when the misunder- 
standing was explained to her. 


(Advance) 


Frankie Thomas Is 
‘deal’ Boy Friend 
For American Girls 


It should be easy to find a boy 
friend for Bonita Granville. Any- 
body who knows her would think 
that all she’d have to do would 
be to crook her pretty little finger 
and the boys would come flocking. 

In real life, the boys do come 
flocking when Bonita beckons. 
But the Warner Brothers casting 
department searched for a solid 
month for a young man to be 
Bonita’s boy friend in the Nancy 
Drew series of pictures, the first 
of which, “Nancy Drew—Detec- 
tive,” comes to the Strand Thea- 
tre next Friday. Bonita plays 
Nancy Drew, a typical sixteen 
year old girl, who drives a car, 
uses lipstick and rouge, has her 
own spending money, and a boy 
friend. 

Mrs. Granville could not be 
more careful in superintending 
her daughter’s choice of friends 
than was Steve Trilling, head of 
Warners’ casting department. 
Some of the specifications for 
Bonita’s screen boy friend were 
that he must be only three or 
four inches taller than she, his 
voice must have attained its ma- 
ture timbre, he must be a “big 
appler” of no mean terpsichorean 
ability, and he must have stopped 
growing. 

This last was for the movie 
fan’s benefit, rather than Bon- 
ita’s. Nancy Drew will be the 
leading character of a series of 
pictures, Her boy friend, conse- 
quently, will be seen on the screen 
over a year’s period, at the very 
least, and it would be confusing 
to the film public if he were to 
spring up into a 6 foot giant be- 
tween pictures. 

Finally chosen for the part 
was Frankie Thomas, new in 
Hollywood but a veteran of the 
New York stage. He is only four 
inches taller than Bonita. His 
voice has an adult alto quality. 
He can “big apple” with the best 
of them. Whether or not he has 
stopped growing is still a ques- 
tion. The studio hopes he has. 


Detective Favors 
Youthful Sleuths 


Children are the world’s best 
detectives. 

Authority for that statement 
is Blayney Matthews, former 
chief investigator for the Los 
Angeles district attorney’s office 
and now head of the police de- 
partment at. the Warner Bros. 
Studio. 

As an extra-curricular duty 
he served as technical advisor on 
“Nancy Drew—Detective,” first 
of a Warner Bros. series of pic- 
turizations of the popular books 
by Carolyn Keene, with Bonita 
Granville in the title role, which 
opens next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. 

“Children are keener observers 
than adults,” Matthews says. 
“They have almost photographic 
minds, observing the most minute 
details of events they witness. 
Most children have exceptionally 
retentive memories, remembering 
clearly things that interest them, 
even though exasperated parents 
sometimes think they are rattle- 
brained and forgetful. 

“Adults have many problems 
and worries burdening their 
mental processes to hinder their 
powers of observation, but chil- 
dren are not burdened in this 
manner. As a consequence, the 
evidence and testimony of chil- 
dren often has been invaluable 
in the apprehension and convic- 
tion of criminals. 

“T am heartily in accord with 
the filming of the ‘Nancy Drew’ 
stories because they ring true 
and represent a typical Amer- 
ican girl in a true-to-life role.” 


——— 


JOG TTT a BEE 


PUBLICITY — "NANCY DREW — DETECTIVE" 


(Current) 


Frankie Thomas Vet 
Stage and Screen 
Star at Seventeen 


There are a number of other 
things worthy of mention about 
Frankie, who plays opposite 
Bonita Granville in “Nancy 
Drew, Detective,” the first of a 
Warner Bros. series based on 
the exploits of the already fabu- 
lous Nancy Drew, now playing 
at the Strand Theatre. 

Veteran of many a successful 
season on Broadway, one of 
Frankie’s greatest hits was 
“Wednesday’s Child,” in which 
his mother also appeared, Amons: 
his other successes are ‘Carrie 
Nation,” “Little Ol’ Boy,” ‘“Thun- 
der on the Left,” ‘““Remember the 
Day,” “Seen but Not Heard,” 
and “The First Legion.” 

His motion pictures include 
the recent “Boys Town,” in 
which he played the mayor, 
“Wednesday’s Child,” “A Dog 
of Flanders,” and “Tim Tyler’s 
Luck,” to mention but a few. 

When he was playing in “Wed- 
nesday’s Child” on Broadway he 
was named one of the 10 best 
actors of the 1934 season. 

If you think that after tne 
adulation and applause he has 
received all during his youthfu! 
years, he is spoiled, egotistical 
and vain, consider a few more 
facts. 

Frankie is 
a personable 
young fellow 
of 17. He has 
light brown, 
curly hair, 
pleasant eyes, 
and a win- 
ning smile. 
But — 

“T’ll never | 
be as hand- 
some as Clark Frankie Thomas 
Gable,’’ he Mat 102 — 15 
says. “I’ll just have to make the 
best of the way Nature made me.” 

He was educated by private 
tutors, at the Professional Chil- 
dren’s School in New York and 
at Hollywood High School, grad- 
uating there in June 1938, 

He thinks the ideal life would 
be a play on Broadway every 
winter and devote the balance 
of the year to making pictures. 
That would enable him to spend 
some time at Sunny Slopes, the 
60-acre farm in the hills near 
Summit, N. Y., which has been 
in the family for 25 years and 
which holds many a fond mem- 
ory for him. He spent all his 
boyhood vacations there. 


(Review) 


Bonita Granville Is Perfect 
Nancy Drew in Series Opener 


STORY SYNOPSIS (not for publication) When Nancy Drew (Bonita Granville) learns 
that Mary Eldredge, a wealthy old lady who had just announced a gift of $250,000 to the 
Brinwood School for Girls, has gone to a secret rest home, she scents a mystery, and gets 
her boy friend Ted Nickerson (Frankie Thomas) to help her follow it up. They find her 
in an out-of-the-way country estate, run by crooks who make a business of drugging aged 
women, keeping them prisoner and fleecing them of their money. But the crooks capture 
the two youngsters and things look dark for them, until they devise an ingenious trick to 
get help. Police arrive, and Nancy Drew has solved her first case. 


Excitement ran high at the 
Strand Theatre yesterday as that 
popular character of fiction, 
Nancy Drew, sweet-and-smart 
16, made her debut as a motion 
picture heroine in the Warner 
Bros. production, ‘“Nancy Drew 
—Detective.” 

Personified to perfection by 
the clever and attractive Bonita 
Granville, young Miss Drew got 
off to a highly entertaining start 
in the picture which, according 
to the cheering promise of the 
Warner Bros., is the first of a 
series to be based upon the ad- 
ventures of the heroine of the 
widely-read books by Carolyn 
Keene. 

Although those books are writ- 
ten for juvenile readers, the 
motion pictures will probably 
have a more general appeal, if 
the example set by “Nancy Drew 
—Detective” is followed. 

For this is a picture that has 
considerable appeal to adults as 
well as to the more youthful 
theatre-goers, inasmuch as no 
one can be too old to respond not 
only to the tense excitement of 
the story but also to the deli- 
ciously humorous touches which 
punctuate the action. Much of 


this humor will be found par- : 


ticularly engaging to the older 
generation because it is couched 
in the colorful vernacular that 
is current among the adolescent 
youth of today. 

In “Nancy Drew—Detective,” 
the attractive little heroine, with 
the valuable assistance of Ted 
Nickerson, her favorite boy 
friend, succeeds in rescuing a 
rich old spinster from a gang 
of kidnapers and in virtually 
thrusting the kidnapers into the 
hands of the police. 

All this is not accomplished 
without considerable danger to 
Nancy and Ted, and the succes- 


a 
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DANGER AHEAD — for Bonita Granville and Frankie Thomas 
who play the title roles in “Nancy Drew—Detective” which opens 


at the Strand Theatre today. 


sive perils so courageously and 
cleverly overcome by the pair of 
kids keep the sympathetic spec- 
tator in a thrilling state of sus- 
pense throughout. 

Aside from the charm given 
the tale by the character of its 
heroine, it constitutes a really 
intriguing detective story, for 
clever little Nancy and her boy 
friend exercises considerable in- 
genuity in the course of track- 
ing down and leading the police 
to the kidnapers. 

While Bonita Granville, as the 
title character, is very much the 
star of the proceedings and lives 
up fully to the expectations 
which were aroused when it was 
first announced that she would 


It is a Warner Bros. picture. 
be Nancy Drew, young Frankie 
Thomas, who plays Ted, is not 
far behind in winning the ad- 
miration and affection of the 
audience. This 17-year-old young- 
ster, whose claim to fame here- 
tofore was his spectacular suc- 
cess on the New York stage, 
easily transfers his charming 
personality and sure professional 
skill to the medium of the screen. 

The adult roles are in the very 
capable hands of such accom- 
plished performers as John Litel, 
James Stephenson, Charles 
Trowbridge, Frank Orth, Dick 
Purcell, Helena Phillips Evans 
and Renie Riano. 

The plot of this first episode 
was prepared by Kenneth Gamet, 


W hat’s In A Name? 


When Bonita Granville dis- 
guised herself as an elderly 
woman for scenes in Warner 
Bros.’ “Nancy Drew— Detective,” 
which is now showing at the 
Strand Theatre, a wag said she 
no longer should be known as 
Bunny Granville but as Granny 
Bunville. 16-year old, Bonita 
didn’t think that was funny. 
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BONITA GRANVILLE, FRANKIE THOMAS, and JOHN LITEL, 
left to right, run up against the law in the Stranad’s current attrac- 


tion “Nancy Drew — Detective,” 


a Warner Bros. comedy-drama. 


X-Ray Sets Up Racket 


Scenes for “Nancy Drew — 
Detective,” the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture coming to the Strand Thea- 
tre next Friday, in which Frankie 
Thomas sends out signals for 
help by setting up radio interfer- 
ence with an X-Ray machine 
had to be filmed after 3 a.m., so 
the X-Ray machine wouldn’t 
actually set up interference on 
radio sets for miles around the 
Warner studio. 


Wheels Stop Work 


Bonita Granville and Frankie 
Thomas acquired new bicycles 
while they were working in 
“Nancy Drew — Detective,” the 
Warner Bros. picture opening 
Friday at the Strand Theatre, 
and they set a minimum of six 
times around the Warner lot at 
lunch time daily for exercise. 
They were not permitted to leave 
the studio for fear they would go 
so far that they’d be late for 
afternoon shooting. 


Knits Tie For Hero 


Bonita Granville learned to 
crochet during the filming of 
“Nancy Drew — Detective,” the 
Warner Bros. picture now at the 
Strand Theatre. Her first effort 
was a tie for Frankie Thomas, 
her 17-year-old leading man. 

Frankie was selected for the 
role after a nation-wide search 
for a suitable youngster to play 
opposite Bonita. 


[10] 


Prefers Pullman Berth 


Frankie Thomas is very much 
like the sailor who has to have 
water thrown against the side 
of his house so he can sleep when 
on dry land. 

Frankie Thomas sleeps best in 
a pullman berth. 

That’s because he has been 
a traveller since he was two 
weeks old. 


‘Fashions to delight the happy 
heart of a girl of sixteen are the 
designer’s perennial problem.” 

So says Milo Anderson, War- 
ner Bros. Studio stylist, who 
made a serious study of correct 
clothes for Bonita Granville to 
wear as the heroine of the new 
“Nancy Drew” series, the first 
of which, “Nancy Drew—Detec- 
tive,” is now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 


Keeping in mind the problem 
of the girl who stands “with re- 
luctant feet where the brook and 
river meet,” Milo set down cer- 
tain rules for himself in the plot- 
ting of Bonita’s wardrobe and 
these might well be followed by 
all sixteen-year-olds. 


During those hectic days that 
only a sixteener can. keep up 
with, Milo recommends  flat- 
heeled shoes, bobbie socks, head 
kerchiefs, pleated skirts or simple 
frocks. “Freedom in movement 
is the thing,” he says. 


FASHIONS FOR TEENERS 


(Current) 


Nowadays They 
‘Pitch and Switch’ 
Instead of ‘Spark’ 


If English is taught in the 
high schools, you’d never know 
it from the way the kids of today 
talk. 

While preparing his script for 
“Nancy Drew — Detective,” the 
first of the Warner Bros. series 
about the popular girl detective, 
now playing at the Strand Thea- 
tre, Kenneth Gamet, the scenar- 
ist, asked Bonita Granville, star 
of this series, to collect the slang 
expressions used by her friends 
in high school. 

“Okay,” said Bonita, “as soon 
as I rally round and get organ- 
ized, I'll rig some up.” For the 
benefit of Miss Granville’s Eng- 
lish teacher, she meant that 
she’d make a list after circulat- 
ing the news of her quest. 

“Equipment, equipping and 
equip,” Bonita reported, are 
words that have an all-embrac- 
ing significance from freckles on 
one’s nose to the Chino-Japanese 
situation. Thus, the gal wore a 
dress with a lot of equipment 
around the waist. In this case, 
equipment means doodads. “Stop 
equipping and get organized.” 
This translated is “Stop fussing 
with yourself and let’s get 
started.” “It’s happy party time 
but I haven’t got the equipment” 
means “I can go out tonight but 
I haven’t enough money.” 


$23.80 is a figure that clinches 
any argument. “TI bet you $23.80” 
is always used to prove one’s 
point. 


Other expressions which Bon- 
ita suggested for use in “Nancy 
Drew — Detective” are: 

A lard —a fat girl. 

Orange-peeling—necking. 

Pitch woo—necking. 

Coinkadinky—coincidence. 


Pitch and switch — see pitch 
woo. 


That would chap a monk — 
that’s very funny. 

You’re off your hook — you’re 
entirely wrong about it. 


Fan the breeze ] 
Distrub the molecules | 
Air the landscape | ; 
he talk 
Beating your gums __ [ 
Knocking your jaws | 
together | 


Jelly roll—a particularly at- 
tractive young lady. 
Foo and goo—these are used in 
place of any words. 
Example: “A stitch in foo, 
saves goo.” 


Mell of hess—deliberate trans- 
position of consonants is a com- 
mon conversational trait. 


In “Nancy Drew—Detective,” 
Bonita sticks rather closely to 
washable prints with short puffed 
sleeves, many in the increasingly 
popular dirndl style. 

For evening Bonita flares forth 
in a long gown, youthful but 
still on the glamour side, with a 
very bouffant skirt. 

Black and dark browns are 
avoided in Bonita’s wardrobe, 
but Milo uses lots of bright, gay 
colors. 

“Don’t overdo the use of fur 
trim” he advises. ‘‘T'weeds, Scotch 
plaids and plain woolly fabrics 
are much more suitable for the 
very young girl.” 

Tailored suits are much in 
order. Jackets are cut short. 

A plain band is the only trim- 
ming permissible on mi-young- 
lady’s hats. 

A bangily bracelet, a string of 
pearls and a wrist watch make 
up Nancy Drew’s jewelry collec- 
tion, but two pieces are never 
worn simultaneously. 
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